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Agenda No 2 

AGENDA MANAGEMENT SHEET 
 
Name of Committee Portfolio Holder (Environment) Decision 

Making Session 

Date of Committee 7 August 2009 

Report Title Consultation Response to West Midlands 
Region Rail Development Plan 

Summary A consultation is taking place on the Draft West 
Midlands Rail Development Plan which has been 
published by the Regional Rail Forum.  The document 
sets out proposals for rail improvements across the 
West Midlands Region. 
It is recommended that the Portfolio Holder notes the 
contents of the report and approves the proposed 
response of the County Council. 

For further information 
please contact 

Peter Barnett 
Team Leader - Transport Planning 
Tel. 01926 735666 
peterbarnett@warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Would the recommended 
decision be contrary to the 
Budget and Policy 
Framework? 

Yes/No 

Background Papers West Midlands Region Rail Development Plan –  
Summary Draft for Consultation June 2009 West 
Midlands Region Rail Development Plan –  Draft for 
Consultation June 2009. 

 
  
 
CONSULTATION ALREADY UNDERTAKEN:-  Details to be specified 
 
Other Committees  .......................................................................... 

Local Member(s) 
(With brief comments, if appropriate)  .......................................................................... 

Other Elected Members X Councillor D Bryden  
Councillor M Doody for information 
Councillor R Sweet 
Councillor J Whitehouse 
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Cabinet  Member 
(Reports to The Cabinet, to be cleared with 
appropriate Cabinet Member) 

X Councillor A Cockburn 

Chief Executive  .......................................................................... 

Legal X I Marriott – agreed. 

Finance  .......................................................................... 

Other Chief Officers  .......................................................................... 

District Councils  .......................................................................... 

Health Authority  .......................................................................... 

Police  .......................................................................... 

Other Bodies/Individuals  .......................................................................... 

 

 
FINAL DECISION  YES/NO (If ‘No’ complete Suggested Next Steps) 

 
SUGGESTED NEXT STEPS : 
 Details to be specified 
 
Further consideration by 
this Committee 

 .......................................................................... 

To Council  .......................................................................... 

To Cabinet  .......................................................................... 

To an O & S Committee  .......................................................................... 

To an Area Committee  .......................................................................... 

Further Consultation  .......................................................................... 
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Agenda No 2 
 

Portfolio Holder (Environment) Decision Making Session 
 

Consultation Response to West Midlands Region Rail 
Development Plan 

 
Report of the Strategic Director for 

Environment and Economy 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Portfolio Holder notes the contents of the report and approves the proposed 
response of the County Council. 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 A consultation is being undertaken on the West Midlands Region Rail 

Development Plan (The Rail Development Plan) which has been produced by 
Centro, the Passenger Transport Executive for the Metropolitan Districts of the 
West Midlands, on behalf of the Regional Rail Forum. 

 
1.2 The Regional Rail Forum includes representatives from local authorities, Centro, 

Network Rail, train companies, central government, Advantage West Midlands 
and other stakeholder and business organisations from across the whole of the 
West Midlands Region.  The Forum reports to the Regional Transport 
Partnership of the West Midlands Regional Assembly. 

 
1.3 The Rail Development Plan is designed to build on the Centro Rail Network  

Development Strategy for the West Midlands conurbation which was issued in 
2007 and to support the region’s Transport Priorities Action Plan, launched in 
2008 which identified the importance of rail capacity increase to the region in 
achieving wider economic, environmental and social objectives. 

 
1.4 The Rail Development Plan has been prepared in parallel with the plans of 

Network Rail, rail companies, Centro and Local Transportation Authorities in the 
West Midlands to achieve a coherent and consistent plan for rail development 
across the whole of the region.  It will assist in justifying and securing central 
government and other funding for rail improvements in the Region both directly 
and indirectly through Regional Funding Allocations and the funding provided to 
Network Rail and rail companies. 

 
1.5 Negotiations with rail industry partners have already resulted in a number of the 

enhancements being confirmed, including over £90m of investment committed to 
the West Midlands network in Network Rail’s funding plan for 2009-2014. 

 



Portfolio Holder/0809/ww3 4 of 4  

1.6 Copies of the Route Plans which affect the rail network in Warwickshire are 
attached as Appendix ‘A’.  A copy of West Midlands Region Rail Development 
Plan –  Draft for Consultation is available at 
http://www.centro.org.uk/consultation/rail_development_plan.asp  

 
2. Implications for Warwickshire 
 
2.1 County Council Officers attend the Regional Rail Forum and have been fully 

involved in the process of preparing the Rail Development Plan and the earlier 
Centro Rail Network Development Strategy.  As a result the Rail Development 
Plan reflects the rail policies and proposals of the Warwickshire Local Transport 
Plan and will provide support for the County Council’s schemes and its bids for 
funding to regional and central government.  

 
3. Financial Implications 
 
3.1 It is not yet clear as to the extent to which the Rail Development Plan will be 

funded although there are no binding financial implications for the County 
Council.  The County Council may be requested to make a financial contribution 
towards schemes which would directly or indirectly benefit Warwickshire.  
However, as the transportation authority for the county, it will remain able to 
make its own choices regarding investment priorities.  

 
4. Proposed Response 
 
4.1 It is proposed, subject to the approval of the Portfolio Holder, that a consultation 

response in the form of the draft attached as ‘Appendix B’ be made. 
 
4.2 In summary, the County Council’s response makes the following points:- 
 

(i) The County Council welcomes the West Midlands Region Rail 
Development Plan and the support it will provide for rail improvement 
schemes and bids for funding from regional and central government and 
other sources. 

 
(ii) The County Council supports the ‘Network-wide’ schemes of timetable 

improvements, train lengthening, station improvements and Park and 
Ride expansion. 

 
(iii) The County Council supports the route specific schemes. 
 

 
 
 
PAUL GALLAND 
Strategic Director for Environment and Economy 
Shire Hall 
Warwick 
 
23 July 2009 
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Appendix B of Agenda No 2 
 

Consultation Response to Draft West Midlands Region Rail 
Development Plan 

 
Draft Consultation Response 

 
The County Council appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Draft West 
Midlands Rail Development Plan.   
 
The County Council has made substantial investment in providing improved rail 
facilities and continues to place a high priority on rail in delivering its policies.  The 
overall trend in the numbers of rail passengers in Warwickshire is one of sustained 
growth with rail travel becoming increasingly important.  Commuting and business 
travel to the West Midlands Conurbation and Coventry form a substantial element of 
rail travel in the County for people from a wide range of socio-economic groups.  In 
some communities in Warwickshire, trains provide essential ‘socially necessary 
services’ as rail is the only form of regular public transport.  Rail journeys for retail, 
leisure and social activities are also growing.  Travel by rail to local and sub-regional 
centres and to London has also increased significantly.  
  
The County Council welcomes the document as it integrates the plans of Network Rail, 
rail companies, Centro and Local Transportation Authorities in the West Midlands to 
achieve a coherent and consistent plan for rail development across the whole of the 
region.  It will be of great assistance in terms of justifying and securing central 
government and other funding for rail improvements in the Region both directly and 
indirectly through Regional Funding Allocations and the funding provided to Network 
Rail and rail companies. 
The County Council supports the ‘Network-wide’ schemes of timetable improvements, 
train lengthening, station improvements and Park and Ride expansion. 

The County Council supports the route specific schemes. 

Accordingly, the more detailed comments which the County Council would ask you to 
consider are largely of a minor nature.  These are:-  

SUA Stratford Line Birmingham - Shirley - Stratford upon Avon 
• The reference under ‘CP4 Stations’ in SLM Stratford upon Avon to Leamington 

Spa to ‘Stratford station area redevelopment – ST34’ is also relevant to this 
route. 

 
SLM Stratford upon Avon to Leamington Spa 
 

• The reference to ‘Faster Chiltern Railways services between London and 
Birmingham – SV24’ should presumably be to improved services between 
Stratford and London. 
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SOL Solihull Line Birmingham – Solihull – Leamington Spa 
 

• The reference under ‘Key Growth Drivers’ in CVL Leamington Spa to Coventry 
to ‘Housing and employment growth at Leamington and Warwick is also relevant 
to this route. 

 
CVL Leamington Spa to Coventry 
 

• ‘New station at Kenilworth – ST68’ appears under ‘CP4 Stations’ whilst ‘Service 
provided for Kenilworth – ST61’ appears under ‘CP5 Services’.  Our delivery 
programme aims for an opening in 2012 and as progressing the scheme would 
be conditional on securing provision of a train service it appears logical that the 
latter should be shown under ‘CP4 Services’. 

 
• It is noted that ‘Redoubling track from Kenilworth to Gibbet Hill – IN31’ is shown 

under ‘CP4 Infrastructure’ and ‘Kenilworth to Leamington doubling – IN33’ is 
shown under ‘CP5 Infrastructure’.  This is accepted as intuitively correct for the 
purposes of the document.  However, some flexibility would be appropriate.  
Both proposals will require a new bridge and whilst the former is shorter it was 
always a single track alignment, the latter is longer but is a double track 
alignment.  Detailed work in due course may show that the latter is more 
deliverable and affordable and more appropriate as the first phase of the 
enhancement of this route. 

 
• The reference under ‘Other Potential Schemes’ in CVN Coventry to Nuneaton to 

‘Regional through Nuneaton – Leamington service continues to link into wider 
regional network – SV46’ is also relevant to this route. 

 
TVL Trent Valley Line Rugby - Lichfield - Stafford – Crewe 

• There is a reference under ‘Current Constraints’ to ‘Nuneaton to London service 
poorer from December 2008’.  This issue also applies to northbound journeys 
from Nuneaton and from Rugby. 
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